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What Really Matters…






" May include those sold 
for Dairy
" Says nothing about 
underlying problems
" But may “light up” the 




" Better than “cull rate”
" Does not allow for full
sequence of insults
" Lean on details for
quick, deep analysis
" Some are “fast and
loose” with single code 
" May allow analysis of 
trends over time
9Left for Dairy







9Left – no reason
What Really Matters is…




memory of an 
individual may 
bring back the 
seriousness of 
the insult 
Gives you the 
advantage of 
seeing trends 
over time -- i.e. 
rash of fresh cow 
problems when 
transition group 










Gets to the root 
cause. Best way 
to improve 
processes & 










For a great array of Dairy 
Production analytical tools go to:
http://www.ansci.umn.edu/dairy/toolbox/toolbox.htm#mgmttools








• Breakdown in Supportive Connective Tissue




Genetics Vaso-Constriction/Dilation (Hoof Corium)
Nutrition 
• Excessive Grain
• Finely Chopped Forage
• Improper Feeding Management
• Incorrect Ratio of Concentrate to Forage










Causes and Sequence of Events
Adapted from Hoof Care for Dairy Cattle, 1992. J.E. Nocek
Manifestations
• Yellow Soft Horn      •Deformed Claws
• Double Sole             •Sole or Toe Ulcer
• White Line Disease  •Hemorrhage


